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Three

times

Time period China’s role Interactive features

The

first

time

from the middle 

of the 19th 

century to the

middle of the

20th century

marginalization

／ passive 

receiver

the Gunboat Policy of 

the western powers

unidirectional passivity: 

China was forced to 

participate in globalization 

and learned from 

oppression

The

Second

time

from 1979 to

2008

centralization／
Active participant

the liberalist economy 

dominated by the 

United States

unidirectional initiative: 

China was embedded in the 

process of globalization and 

growing together with the

world

The

third

time

from 2009 to

now

core／initiative

shaper

the complementarity 

and competition 

between the Beijing 

consensus and the 

Washington Consensus

two-way

initiative: China takes the 

initiative in shaping 

globalization







• Features: (1)not winner-takes-all game, but mutual molding 
and sharing rules

• (2) upgrading and expansion of the old (operating) system 

• (3)Not “new” but “Re”: China does not seek to “set up a 
separate kitchen”(“Ling Qi Lu Zao”) or overthrow the 
existing system. Rather, it wants to reform and upgrade the 
existing international system

• (4) inclusive, sharing, c0nsultative and balanced 



High-level

globalization，
1%

Low-level

globalization，99%

comprehensive

globalization，50%

comprehensive

globalization，50%



Global political harmony
Low-level High-level

Low-level
（Ⅰ）Enclosed type
（Cold War）

（Ⅲ）Disembedded type
（2008-2013）

High-level
（Ⅱ）Involution type
（2001-2008）

（Ⅳ）Inclusive type（2013-
？）

Global 

economic 

openness



• Type I: a closed form of globalization. It is an extreme condition
characterized by the separation of the global economy, the lack of 
necessary coordination in politics and the fragmentation of the world.
This situation is similar to the era of mercantilism centered on nation-
state with a low speed in terms of liquidity. This form of globalization 
can not be regarded as a complete globalization.

• Type II: Involution globalization. The concept of “Involution” derives 
from the definition of American anthropologist Geertz ( Chifford
Geertz), which refers to the phenomenon that a social or cultural 
pattern is stagnant or unable to be transformed into another advanced 
mode after the pattern reaches a certain stage in its development. 
Instead, its interior  becomes more and more complicated. In other
words, this concept describes the process of internal refinement and 
complexity when the external expansion conditions are strictly 
restricted,. To put it simply, the “Involution” crisis of globalization refers 
to the “undeveloped growth” of global interaction, like a cabbage is
constantly rolling in.



Disembedded







1) “emancipation”; 2) “empowering”

4. China and Re-globalization: 

(iii) the Story of Alibaba 









4.Alibaba’s Story of Shaping Globalization







• “Nov. 11” Singles Day Shopping Carnival 
in  2015, 2.124 million packages shipped 
to over 214 states and regions with 24 hrs;

• 155 orders for Greenland, the most 
north part of earth;

• 415479 orders for Chile, the south-
most country on earth；

• 608 orders for Fiji, the most east 
and most west country in the world；

• 356 orders for Seychelles, the 
island state in the Indian Ocean；

• 30 orders for Letotho, in Southern 
Africa with highest altitude on 
average；

• 15 orders for Vatican, the smallest 
state in the world；

• 18 orders for the war-torn Syria. 



4. China and Re-globalization: the Story of Alibaba













NO.	 Country	 ECI	Export	index ECI	import	index	 ECI	general	index	

1	 Russia	 29.0	 0.9	 29.9	

2	 Israel	 10.9	 2.8	 13.7	

3	 Thailand	 4.6	 6.9	 11.5	

4	 Ukraine	 10.3	 0	 10.3	

5	 Poland	 8.4	 0.7	 9.1	

6	 Czech	

Republic	

6.8	 1.1	 7.9	

7	 Moldova	 7.8	 0	 7.8	

8	 Turkey	 7.4	 0.2	 7.7	

9	 Belarus	 7.0	 0	 7.1	

10	 Singapore	 4.0	 2.3	 6.4	

Data	Source:	Ali	Research	Report,	April	21,2017
http://i.aliresearch.com/img/20170421/20170421181400.pdf.	









restore the legitimacy 

bring back certainty

capacity expansion of the existing global 
order; 
-it will provide a more coherent and optimistic script of the evolution of 
global order: the world is not fragmenting; nor it is on fire, or slipping into 
chaos.  
-We argue instead that there is something fundamental that holds the world 
together. And this something is called re-globalization. 

Fourth, when China meets the world again, China is no longer the China we 
know, and the world is bound to be changed, reshaped, and remolded 
significantly. Welcome to the age of re-globalization

5. What Re-globalization Implies?




